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2023 Fall 
Amendments to 2011 ESP Code – Revised Tank Inspection 
Requirement 
Based on the findings of a recent marine safety investigation, amendments to the 2011 ESP 
Code were adopted to align the requirements for inspections of void spaces bounding cargo 
holds with the existing requirements for inspections of water ballast tanks. 

The amendments will require that water ballast tanks be subject to annual examinations if the 
tank structure has been examined and a hard protective coating is found to be in “less than 
GOOD” condition (i.e., FAIR or POOR condition) or where: 

• A soft or semi-hard coating has been applied. 
• A hard protective coating has not been applied from the time of construction. 

 

 

Effective Date: 1 July 2024 

Source: MSC.525(106) 
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Amendments to 2011 ESP Code – Revised Tank Inspection 
Requirement 
Similarly, double-side skin void spaces bounding cargo holds for bulk carriers exceeding 
20 years of age and of 150 m in length and upward will be subject to annual 
examinations if the structure has been examined and a hard protective coating is found 
to be in “POOR” condition or where: 

• A soft or semi-hard coating has been applied 
• A hard protective coating has not been applied from the time of construction 

The amendments will apply to bulk carriers of single-side skin construction and double-
side skin construction. 

 

 
Effective Date: 1 July 2024 

Source: MSC.525(106) 
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Amendments to 2011 ESP Code – Revised Tank Inspection 
Requirement  
Several additional clarifying amendments to the 2011 ESP Code were also finalized to clarify: 

• That the ESP Code does not apply to oil tankers carrying oil in independent tanks not 
part of the ship’s hull 

• The requirement for examination of ballast tanks at annual surveys 

 

 

 

Effective Date: 1 July 2024 

Source: MSC.525(106) 
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 CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
North America Region 
1701 City Plaza Dr. 
Spring, Texas 77389, USA 
Tel: +1-281-877-6000 
Email: ABS-Amer@eagle.org  
 
South America Region 
Rua Acre, nº 15 - 11º floor, Centro 
Rio de Janeiro 20081-000, Brazil 
Tel: +55 21 2276-3535 
Email: absrio@eagle.org 
 
Europe Region 
111 Old Broad Street 
London EC2N 1AP, UK 
Tel: +44-20-7247-3255 
Email: ABS-Eur@eagle.org 
 
Africa and Middle East Region 
Al Joud Center, 1st floor, Suite # 111  
Sheikh Zayed Road 
P.O. Box 24860, Dubai, UAE 
Tel: +971 4 330 6000 
Email: ABSDubai@eagle.org 
 
Greater China Region 
World Trade Tower, 29F, Room 2906 
500 Guangdong Road, Huangpu District,  
Shanghai, China 200000 
Tel: +86 21 23270888 
Email: ABSGreaterChina@eagle.org 
 
North Pacific Region 
11th Floor, Kyobo Life Insurance Bldg.  
7, Chungjang-daero, Jung-Gu 
Busan 48939, Republic of Korea 
Tel: +82 51 460 4197 
Email: ABSNorthPacific@eagle.org 
 
South Pacific Region 
438 Alexandra Road 
#08-00 Alexandra Point, Singapore 119958 
Tel: +65 6276 8700 
Email: ABS-Pac@eagle.org 
 
© 2024 American Bureau of Shipping. All rights reserved. 


	2023 Fall
	Amendments to 2011 ESP Code – Revised Tank Inspection Requirement
	Amendments to 2011 ESP Code – Revised Tank Inspection Requirement
	Amendments to 2011 ESP Code – Revised Tank Inspection Requirement


