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2023 Fall 

Part A: Guidance on Emergency Personal Radio Devices (EPRDs) 

The IMO adopted guidance for training on and operation of emergency personal radio 

devices (EPRDs). 

These devices may be implemented to make search and rescue operations more 

effective, and training and operation instructions for these devices should be included in 

the vessel’s safety management system under the ISM Code. 

Examples of an EPRD may include man overboard (MOB) devices, personal locator 

beacons (PLBs), maritime survivor locating devices (MSLDs) and other radio devices 

that provide an alerting and locating functionality for finding persons in the water. 

 

Effective Date: 28 November 2022 

Source: MSC.1 Circular  
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Part A: Guidance on Emergency Personal Radio Devices (EPRDs) 

The adopted guidelines include information for crew training on the functionality of 

EPRDs, as well as passenger training during safety orientations. 

The guidelines advise that EPRDs be turned off for any person not in the water to 

reduce potential radiocommunication interference during search and rescue operations. 

 

 

 

 

Effective Date: 28 November 2022 

Source: MSC.1 Circular 1660 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

North America Region 

1701 City Plaza Dr. 

Spring, Texas 77389, USA 

Tel: +1-281-877-6000 

Email: ABS-Amer@eagle.org  

 

South America Region 

Rua Acre, nº 15 - 11º floor, Centro 

Rio de Janeiro 20081-000, Brazil 

Tel: +55 21 2276-3535 

Email: absrio@eagle.org 

 

Europe Region 

111 Old Broad Street 

London EC2N 1AP, UK 

Tel: +44-20-7247-3255 

Email: ABS-Eur@eagle.org 

 

Africa and Middle East Region 

Al Joud Center, 1st floor, Suite # 111  
Sheikh Zayed Road 

P.O. Box 24860, Dubai, UAE 

Tel: +971 4 330 6000 

Email: ABSDubai@eagle.org 

 

Greater China Region 

World Trade Tower, 29F, Room 2906 

500 Guangdong Road, Huangpu District,  
Shanghai, China 200000 

Tel: +86 21 23270888 

Email: ABSGreaterChina@eagle.org 

 

North Pacific Region 

11th Floor, Kyobo Life Insurance Bldg.  
7, Chungjang-daero, Jung-Gu 

Busan 48939, Republic of Korea 

Tel: +82 51 460 4197 

Email: ABSNorthPacific@eagle.org 

 

South Pacific Region 

438 Alexandra Road 

#08-00 Alexandra Point, Singapore 119958 

Tel: +65 6276 8700 

Email: ABS-Pac@eagle.org 
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