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Polar Code 

2023 Fall 

Part I-A/Chapter 8: Revised Interim Guidelines on Life-Saving 

Appliances 

While necessary for all vessels, life-saving appliances for vessels operating in polar 

waters must be able to perform well under extreme conditions to allow adequate time 

for rescue. 

Updates to the “Interim Guidelines on Life-Saving Appliances and Arrangements for 

Ships Operating in Polar Waters” were adopted to provide a methodology for estimating 

the maximum expected time for rescue by determining resources needed to support 

survival after abandoning ship. 

This time duration will affect the type and amount of survival equipment and supplies to 

be provided. 

 

Effective Date: 5 December 2022 

Source: MSC.1/Circular 1614/Revision 1 
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Polar Code 

 

Part I-A/Chapter 8: Revised Interim Guidelines on Life-Saving 

Appliances 

In addition to rescue time, life-saving appliances designed for ships operating in polar 

waters must also consider: 

• Operation in low air temperature 

• Operation in ice 

• Icing of the life-saving appliances/arrangements 

• Effects of operation in high latitudes 

• Operation in extended periods of darkness 

• Abandonment onto ice or land 

 

 

Effective Date: 5 December 2022 

Source: MSC.1/Circular 1614/Revision 1 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

North America Region 

1701 City Plaza Dr. 

Spring, Texas 77389, USA 

Tel: +1-281-877-6000 

Email: ABS-Amer@eagle.org  

 

South America Region 

Rua Acre, nº 15 - 11º floor, Centro 

Rio de Janeiro 20081-000, Brazil 

Tel: +55 21 2276-3535 

Email: absrio@eagle.org 

 

Europe Region 

111 Old Broad Street 

London EC2N 1AP, UK 

Tel: +44-20-7247-3255 

Email: ABS-Eur@eagle.org 

 

Africa and Middle East Region 

Al Joud Center, 1st floor, Suite # 111  
Sheikh Zayed Road 

P.O. Box 24860, Dubai, UAE 

Tel: +971 4 330 6000 

Email: ABSDubai@eagle.org 

 

Greater China Region 

World Trade Tower, 29F, Room 2906 

500 Guangdong Road, Huangpu District,  
Shanghai, China 200000 

Tel: +86 21 23270888 

Email: ABSGreaterChina@eagle.org 

 

North Pacific Region 

11th Floor, Kyobo Life Insurance Bldg.  
7, Chungjang-daero, Jung-Gu 

Busan 48939, Republic of Korea 

Tel: +82 51 460 4197 

Email: ABSNorthPacific@eagle.org 

 

South Pacific Region 

438 Alexandra Road 

#08-00 Alexandra Point, Singapore 119958 

Tel: +65 6276 8700 

Email: ABS-Pac@eagle.org 
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