To assist owners in safety management system creation and implementation, an alreadyapproved safety management system may be selected and used as a template for developing
a TSMS. The International Safety Management System and the American Waterways Operators’
Responsible Carrier Program are two such safety management systems. Owners should review
the framework of each management system to identify the best fit for their own operation
before making a selection.
Although vessel owners mostly interact with their TPO for operational matters, the USCG
reserves overall authority for operational activities, and notification of such activities must be
provided to the local OCMI where these activities will take place. Owners must provide the
local OCMI 72-hour notification for TSMS audits. There is no USCG notification requirement
for external surveys conducted by a TPO unless the vessel is to undergo a credit drydocking
or internal structural exam.
It should also be noted that the USCG will attend the vessel initially and at COI renewal
(every five years) for inspection of TSMS-option vessels. However, owners choosing the TSMS
option may forgo their initial USCG Subchapter M COI inspection if they have an Uninspected
Towing Vessel (UTV) examination decal that is still valid on the date of COI issuance. This
accommodation is not afforded to those companies choosing the Coast Guard inspection
option. The UTV exams are carried out to the Subchapter C standard for uninspected towing
vessels. The USCG knows that the Subchapter M requirements will be verified by the TPO
during the surveys and audits prior to issuance of a vessel’s COI, so those companies choosing
the TSMS option may use their valid UTV sticker to count for the USCG’s initial vessel
inspection. Just like the Coast Guard inspection option, vessels using the TSMS option are
required to undergo a drydocking and internal structural examination once every five years if
they do not operate in salt water more than six months in any 12-month period and twice every
five years if they do operate in salt water more than six months in any 12-month period.
Now with a complete understanding of the available inspection options, which option should
owners choose? To make the most beneficial choice for their fleet, owners should consider
variables within each option.
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