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DAMAGE CONTROL INFORMATION ONBOARD 
VESSELS BUILT AFTER 1 JANUARY 2009 

BACKGROUND 
SOLAS and the ABS Rules require Damage Control Information 
to be onboard each vessel for the guidance of the Master and 
crew. IMO Resolution MSC.216(82) formalized the requirement to 
place damage control information (damage control plan and 
damage control booklet) on all vessels.  This was incorporated in 
the SOLAS, 2009 Consolidated Edition. Subsequently, the ABS 
Steel Vessel Rules were updated in 2015 to require the 
submission of Damage Control Information for all vessels.  
 
Recent activities of Port State Control authorities have 
emphasized the importance of quick access to damage control 
information by crews. The below information provides guidance on 
confirming vessel compliance for this requirement.  
 

APPLICATION 
Amendments to SOLAS adopted by IMO Resolution MSC.216(82) 
entered into force on 1 January 2009, establishing the 
requirement for damage control information to be provided 
onboard all vessels. Several IMO circulars provide further 
guidance on this subject:    

MSC/Circ.919 Guidelines for Damage Control Plans 
MSC.1/Circ.1245 Guidelines for Damage Control Plans and Information to the Master 

MSC.1/Circ.1570 

Amendments to Section 3 of the Guidelines for Damage Control Plans 
and Information to the Master (MSC.1/Circ.1245) 

 

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
The SOLAS requirement is to have the Damage Control Information located onboard for the guidance of the 
Master and crew.  The complete Regulation is listed at the end of this bulletin. At the request of the owner, this 
information may be reviewed by Class prior to being placed onboard.  
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KEY NOTES 

• Effective Date : 1 January 2009 

• Applicable Vessel Types : All 

• Required Actions:  Provide Damage Control 
Information on the Navigating Bridge for 
Guidance of the Crew 

• References:  
IMO Resolution MSC.216(82) 

SOLAS Chapter II-1, Part B-4 Regulation 19 

IMO MSC Circulars 919, 1245 and 1570 

ABS Steel Vessel Rules, 2015, 3-3-1/7 – 
Damage Control Information 

 

https://ww2.eagle.org/content/dam/eagle/regulatory-news/2022/MSC-216-82.pdf
https://ww2.eagle.org/content/dam/eagle/regulatory-news/2022/MSC-216-82.pdf
https://ww2.eagle.org/content/dam/eagle/regulatory-news/2022/MSC-Circ919.pdf
https://ww2.eagle.org/content/dam/eagle/regulatory-news/2022/MSC1-Circ1245.pdf
https://ww2.eagle.org/content/dam/eagle/regulatory-news/2022/MSC1-Circ1570.pdf
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SURVEYS  
For each ABS-classed vessel affected, a Facility Comment has been added to each vessel’s status regarding 
this requirement.  Once the attending ABS Surveyor verifies the presence of the Damage Control Information 
onboard, the Facility Comment will be removed. 

 

REQUIRED ACTIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 
Owners and operators are encouraged to confirm that the required Damage Control Information is onboard 
each vessel built on or after 1 January 2009.  

If this information is not onboard, it may become a deficiency during a Port State Control inspection.  

  

ABS ASSISTANCE 
Owners/operators may contact their local ABS engineering or survey office for any questions or additional 
guidance. 

 
SOLAS CHAPTER II-1, PART B-4, REGULATION 19  
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