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ABS Commitment  

American Bureau of Shipping (hereinafter “ABS”) is the premier classification society in the world. The focus of 
ABS is to provide classification services to promote the common safety, environmental and regulatory interests 
of its members and clients, including builders, owners, and operators of ships. Since its inception in 1862, ABS 
has been a global leader in marine safety. With more than 2,000 technical professionals positioned around the 
world, the ABS team has the experience, knowledge and professional judgment to assist vessel owners and 
operators.  
ABS has established a strict standard of excellence and has earned a reputation for quality service and client 
support. We are committed to providing superior technical and survey services that assist our clients in 
conforming to these standards, thereby encouraging safe and efficient operations. 

Our Mission 

The mission of ABS is to serve the public interest as well as the needs of our members and clients by 
promoting the security of life and property and preserving the natural environment. 

Health, Safety, Quality and Environmental (HSQE) Policy 

We will respond to the needs of our members, clients and the public by delivering quality products and services 
in support of our mission that provides for the safety of life and property and the protection of the natural 
environment. 
With the input and the participation of our workers, we are committed to continually improving the effectiveness 
of our HSQE performance and management system by identifying risks and opportunities that help to eliminate 
hazards and reduce risks and by providing safe and healthy working conditions for the prevention of work-
related injury, ill health and pollution. 
We will comply with all applicable legal requirements as well as any additional requirements ABS subscribes to 
which relate to ABS and our HSQE aspects, objectives and targets. 
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Foreword 
This ABS Annual Report on Port State Control (PSC) provides information to owners on deficiencies identified 
on ABS vessels during inspections carried out by the various PSC regimes globally during the 2023 calendar 
year. This report is being made available to assist owners by providing awareness of potential areas of 
concern that have been identified on ABS classed vessels. 

PSC inspections have proven to be an effective tool for eliminating substandard vessels that may be in 
operation, which may impact maritime safety and the marine environment. A ship is regarded as substandard if 
its hull, machinery, equipment or operational safety and the protection of the environment is substantially below 
the standards required by the relevant conventions, or if the crew is not in conformity with the safe manning 
document. Evidence that the ship, its equipment, or its crew do not comply substantially with the requirements 
of the relevant conventions, or that the master or crew members are not familiar with essential shipboard 
procedures relating to the safety of ships or the prevention of pollution may be clear grounds for the PSC 
inspector to conduct a more detailed inspection. 
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1. ABS Fleet 2023 Detention Facts
1.1 Top Categories for Grounds for Detention 

For the period Jan. 1, 2023, to Dec. 31, 2023, the top categories for grounds for Port State Control (PSC) 
detentions on ABS vessels in the Paris Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on PSC,Tokyo MoU and the 
United States Coast Guard (USCG) database are listed in the table below.  

For the Paris MoU, Tokyo MoU and USCG, there were 2074 vessels detained. Of those detained vessels, 134 
vessels were classed by ABS or ABS was the Recognized Organization (RO) and issued statutory certification. 

The ABS issued statutory certification(s) implicated in the detentions includes: International Safety 
Management certification for companies’ Document of Compliance (DOC – ISM) and vessels’ Safety 
Management Certificate (ISM – SMC); International Ship and Port Facility Security certification for vessels’ 
International Ship Security Certificate; and Maritime Labour Convention certification for vessels’ Maritime 
Labour Certificate (MLC). It is important to note that ABS assisted the owner/operator to address the 
deficiencies so that the PSC detention could be lifted and the vessel could sail.  

The table below lists the top categories for detentions on ABS vessels. The higher number of detentions 
related to ISM may be attributed to Safety Management Systems (SMS) not being effectively implemented on 
board vessels as intended.   

Note: List contains detentions that were identified on eight vessels or more. Detentions listed in order of highest to lowest 
number of instances per detention code. 

Detention Code Top Categories for Detention 
15150 ISM 
15109 Maintenance of the ship and equipment 
07115 Fire-dampers 
03108 Ventilators, air pipes, casings 
07114 Remote Means of control (opening, pumps, ventilation, etc.) 

Machinery spaces 
11101 Lifeboats 
07105 Fire doors/openings in fire-resisting divisions 
07109 Fixed fire extinguishing installation 
04114 Emergency source of power – Emergency generator 
04102 Emergency fire pump and its pipes 
11113 Launching arrangements for rescue boats 
14104 Oil filtering equipment 
07110 Fire fighting equipment and appliances 
07113 Fire pumps and its pipes 
13102 Auxiliary engine 
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1.2 Photographs 

 
 

Emergency diesel generator quick closing valve-  
fitted with 250mm apart from tank, 

does not meet requirement 

 
 

Non-compliant pilot ladder, i.e.,  
 no rubber steps, loose chocks and retrieving lines 

not secured as required 
 

 
 

Accommodation window shattered with hole 
 

 
 

Sewage System flexible pipe leaking   
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VDR (Voyage Data Recorder)  
cable penetration damage at monkey island 

 

 
 

Unauthorized opening to accommodation  
bulkhead for fresh air intake  

 

 
 

Lifeboat hydrostatic release 
not engaged and reset 

 

 
 

Water leaking through the 
improperly installed Multi Cable Transit (MCT)  
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Man Overboard Buoy (MOB) 
 unable to release due to operating mechanism stuck 

caused by wasted release handle 

 
 

Cargo hold hatch coaming drainage pipe non- return 
valve stuck in open position 

 
 
 

 
 

Emergency generator fuel oil tank, air vent pipe 
wasted with holes and covered with tape 
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Tank vent head ball is stuck and not making positive 
seal, due to damaged structure    

 
Emergency escape to main deck from engine room, 

structure wasted with holes   
 

 
 

Faulty and damaged fire line pressure gauge with feed 
line and cock wasted  

 

 
 

Unapproved modification in engine room bilge line 
above tank top 

 

 
 

Main deck wasted with hole,  
next to hatch coaming in a bulk carrier  
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1.3 Top Countries Where ABS Vessels Were Detained  
 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Chart contains detentions that were identified on at least two or more vessels.   
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2. ABS Fleet 2023 Deficiencies Facts 
2.1 Top Categories for Deficiencies on ABS Vessels 

Deficiency Code Top Categories for Deficiency 
13101 Propulsion main engine 
13199 Other (machinery) 
07105 Fire doors/openings in fire-resisting divisions 
11101 Lifeboats 
15150 ISM 
13102 Auxiliary engine 
02108 Electric equipment in general 
07106 Fire detection 
07199 Other (fire safety) 
09209 Electrical 
04114 Emergency source of power – Emergency generator 
07114 Means of control (openings, pumps) Machinery spaces 
07115 Fire-dampers 
13108 Operation of machinery 
02105 Steering gear 
07109 Fixed fire extinguishing installation 
11104 Rescue boats 
04103 Emergency lighting, batteries and switches 
10109 Lights, shapes, sound signals 
07110 Firefighting equipment and appliances 
14104 Oil filtering equipment 
11117 Lifebuoys including provision and disposition 
01199 Other (certificates) 
03108 Ventilators, air pipes, casings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: List contains deficiencies that were identified on at least 25 or more vessels. Deficiencies are listed in order of 
highest to lowest number of instances per detention code.   
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2.2 Top Countries for Interventions on ABS Vessels 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Note: Chart contains deficiencies that were identified on at least two or more vessels.   
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3. Annual Reports 2023  
3.1 Paris MoU Inspections 

The total number of inspections carried out under Paris MoU in 2023 was 16,769, a decrease compared to 
2022 (17,304). Out of the 16,769 inspections 9,430 ships were found to have deficiencies.  
 
Compared to 2022, the number of detentions decreased from 736 (4.25 percent) to 639 (3.81 percent) 
detentions in 2023. Detentions in 2020 and 2021 recorded as 385 and 538 respectively.    
 
ABS meets the RO criteria for a low-risk ship for Paris MoU inspection. In calendar year 2023, there were no 
ABS vessels that were banned from the Paris MoU region nor was ABS held responsible for any detention.  
 
The Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2023 may be accessed by clicking the link Annual reports | Paris MoU. 

 

Paris MoU Inspections 
Years 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023 

 

 

Source: Paris MoU 

  

https://www.parismou.org/publications-category/annual-reports
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3.1.1 Paris MoU Top 5 Deficiencies 
Based on the Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2023, the top five deficiencies for all vessels inspected were: 

 

 

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2023 Annual Report 
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3.1.2 Paris MoU Major Categories of Deficiencies 
Based on the Paris MoU PSC 2023 Annual Report, the major categories of deficiencies for all vessels 
inspected were: 

             

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2023 Annual Report 
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3.1.3 Paris MoU Inspections Data Per Ship Type 
Based on the Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2023, the inspections data per ship type for all vessels was as 
follows:  

 

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2023 Annual Report 
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3.1.4 Paris MoU Performance of Recognized Organizations 
An ROs performance is measured over a three-year rolling period. From January 2021 to December 2023, 
ABS was held responsible for one detention. For the calendar year 2023, ABS was ranked number one in the 
Paris MoU. 
 
Based on the Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2023, the performance of various ROs was as follows: 

 

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2023 Annual Report 
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3.2 Tokyo MoU Inspections 

In 2023, 30,887 inspections, involving 18,298 individual ships, were carried out on ships registered under 101 
flags. 210 or 0.68 percent of inspections were carried out remotely. Out of 30,887 inspections, there were 
18,806 ships found with deficiencies.  
 
In calendar year 2023, China Maritime Authority (China MSA) and Japan Maritime - Bureau of Ministry of Land 
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) carried out the most individual ship inspections. This trend is 
similar to 2022. China MSA and Japan MLIT carried out 7,721 and 3,649 inspections respectively. Compared 
to 2022, the number of inspections for China MSA has increased from 3,251 to 7,721 in 2023 and Japan MLIT 
inspection has increased from 2,958 to 3,649 in 2023.     
 
The Tokyo MoU had 1,334 detentions for the period Jan. 1, 2023, to Dec. 31, 2023. 7.2 percent (96 vessels) of 
those detentions were on ABS classed vessels or ABS was the RO and issued statutory or ISM/ISPS/MLC 
certificates.  
 
ABS did not have any under-performing vessels that were detained more than three times by the Tokyo MoU 
within the previous 12 months. 
 
The Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2023, may be accessed by clicking here.  
        

Tokyo MoU Inspections  
Years 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023                         

 

Source: Tokyo MoU  

http://www.tokyo-mou.org/publications/annual_report.php
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3.2.1 Tokyo MoU Top 10 Detainable Deficiencies  
Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2023, the top 10 detainable 
deficiencies for all vessels were as follows:  
 

  

Source: Tokyo MoU 2023 Annual Report 
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3.2.2 Tokyo Inspection Data Per Category of Deficiency 
Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2023, the inspection data 
deficiencies per category for all vessels was as follows:  
 

  

Source: Tokyo MoU 2023 Annual Report 

 



 

 
 

 
 21 of 31 

3.2.3 Tokyo MoU Inspection Data Per Ship Type 
Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2023, inspection data per ship 
type for all vessels was as follows:  
 

Source:  Tokyo MoU 2023 Annual Report 
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3.2.4 Tokyo MoU Performance of Recognized Organizations 
An RO’s performance is measured over a three-year rolling period. From January 2021 to December 2023, 
ABS was held responsible for five detentions. For the calendar year 2023, ABS was ranked number two in the 
Tokyo MoU.  
 
Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2023, the performance of various 
ROs was as follows: 

 

Source: Tokyo MoU 2023 Annual Report 

Note:  
1) In this table, only ROs that had more than 60 inspections are accounted for. The formula is the same as the Black-
Grey-White List. However, the values for P and Q have been adjusted to P=2% and Q=1% 
2) ROs involving 60–179 inspections with zero detention are not included in this table. 
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3.3 USCG Inspections  

In 2023, a total of 10,959 individual vessels, registered under 80 different flags made 81,854 ports of call to the 
United States. USCG conducted 8,278 examinations in 2023. These exam numbers decreased over the 2022 
total of 8,706.  
 
The total number of ships detained in 2023 for environmental protection, safety and security related 
deficiencies increased from 78 (2022) to 101 (2023).  
 
ABS did not have any vessels that were identified as substandard and/or banned from operating in the United 
States in 2023. 
 
The USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report may be accessed by clicking CG-CVC Annual Reports (uscg.mil). 
 

3.3.1 USCG Top 10 Detainable Deficiencies 
Based on the USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report, the top 10 detainable deficiencies type by percentage for all 
vessels were: 
 

  
Source: USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report 
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https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/Commercial-Vessel-Compliance/Foreign-Offshore-Compliance-Division/Port-State-Control/Annual-Reports/
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3.3.2 USCG Category of Deficiency 
Based on the USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report, the PSC exam data per category of deficiencies for all vessels 
was as follows:  
 

  

Source: USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report 
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3.3.3 USCG Detentions Per Ship Type 
Based on the USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report, the number of detentions per ship-type for all vessels were: 
 
 

 

 

Source: USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report 
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3.3.4 USCG Performance of ROs 
Performance of ROs is measured over a three-year rolling period. ABS, as the acting RO, was not held 
responsible for any detentions from 2021 to 2023. For the calendar year 2023, ABS was ranked number one 
for the USCG performance of ROs.  

 
Source: USCG 2023 PSC Annual Report 
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4. Paris and Tokyo MoU Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) 
Paris and Tokyo MoU conducted a Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) on Fire Safety from Sept. 1, 
2023, to Nov. 30, 2023.  

 
Tokyo MoU published results for this period as follows:  

• During the CIC period, a total of 8,273 PSC inspections were conducted by the member Authorities, of 
which 7,190 (86.91 percent) were with a CIC inspection.   

• A total of 2,860 CIC related deficiencies were found on 1,287 ships, representing 17.9 percent of the 
CIC inspections.  

• The highest compliance was observed on means of control for power ventilation of machinery spaces 
operable from two grouped positions with 99.69 percent positive results, which indicates a high level of 
compliance in this area.  

• The highest levels of non-compliance were found on fire drills, where 8.44 percent of those drills 
witnessed as part of CIC were unsatisfactory.   

• 88 ships subject to the CIC inspection were detained as a direct result of the campaign. 
 

Comparing the 1.22 percent CIC related detention rate and 3.77 overall detention rate during the period, the 
outcome of the CIC indicates a high level of compliance with fire safety areas related to the CIC.  

 
The Paris and Tokyo MoUs will conduct a CIC on crew wages and Seafarer Employment Agreements (SEAs) 
under the Maritime Labour Convention (MLC) from September 1st, 2024 to November 30th, 2024. This 
campaign focuses on specific areas of concern identified by Port State Control (PSC) regimes. 
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5. Industry Links for Port State Control 
 

Paris MoU www.parismou.org  

Tokyo MoU www.tokyo-mou.org  

United States 
Coast Guard hwww.dco.uscg.mil  

Mediterranean 
MoU 

www.medmou.org/home.aspx 
 

Black Sea MoU www.bsmou.org  

Indian Ocean 
MoU www.iomou.org  

Caribbean 
MoU caribbeanmou.org  

Acuerdo de 
Viña del Mar https://alvm.prefecturanaval.gob.ar  

Abuja MoU www.abujamou.org  

Riyadh MoU www.riyadhmou.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parismou.org/
http://www.tokyo-mou.org/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/Commercial-Vessel-Compliance/Foreign-Offshore-Compliance-Division/PSC1/
http://www.medmou.org/home.aspx
http://www.bsmou.org/
http://www.iomou.org/
http://caribbeanmou.org/
https://alvm.prefecturanaval.gob.ar/
http://www.abujamou.org/index.php
http://www.riyadhmou.org/
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6. Additional Resources 
Additional Resources may be found on the ABS website at eagle.org. 

 
a. Guidance for Reducing Port State Detention 

  

 
b. Pre-port Arrival Quick Reference and Downloadable Check List 

 

 

  

https://ww2.eagle.org/en/rules-and-resources/flag-port-state-information.html
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c. Port State Control Applications on the ABS My FreedomTM client portal 

This service is available to ABS clients who already have an account in the ABS MyFreedomTM 
client portal. Please follow the below listed steps to access the Port State Information via the 
MyFreedomTM client portal. 
  
1. Login to ABS MyFreedomTM client portal account.  
2. Hover mouse on Tools & App from the navigation menu.  
3. Under Port State Information you will see the below:  
 
• Custom Checklist: ABS Port State Control checklist based on global historical information.  
• General Checklist: ABS Port State Control refined checklist based on reported port-specific 

insights and vessel type information. 
• Port State Control Risk: Produce reports, using smart analytics, to see top Port State Control 

issues for your destination port matched to vessel class records.  
• ISM Findings: Produce reports, using smart analytics, to see top Port State Control ISM  

reported concerns for your destination port matched to vessel ABS ISM records.  
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7. ABS Contact Information: If Your Ship is Detained 

Owners and representatives are to notify ABS when a vessel is being detained by a Port State Authority or flag 
Administration. If the owner does not notify ABS of a detention, then ABS reserves the right to suspend or 
cancel classification of the vessel or invalidate the applicable statutory certificates. ABS can assist the owner 
and/or Master with clearing the vessel from a port State detention. 

 
Europe Region 
Piraeus, Greece 
Tel: +30 210-9441-000 or 
Tel: +30 210-9441-220 
Marine and Offshore Email: EuropeSurvey@eagle.org 

 
Greater China Region  
Shanghai, China 
Tel: 86-21-2327-0888 
Email: GCSurvey@eagle.onmicrosoft.com 
  
PACMEA Operations  
Singapore 
Tel: +65 6276 8700 
Marine Email: PACMEA-SurveyMarine@eagle.org 

 Offshore Email: PACMEA-SurveyOffshore@eagle.org 
 
Americas Region 
Houston, TX USA 
Tel: +1 (281) 877-6000 
Marine & Offshore Email: AmericasSurvey@eagle.org 
 
 
Local Port Office Contact  
Contact Us (eagle.org) 
 
 

mailto:EuropeSurvey@eagle.org
mailto:AmericasSurvey@eagle.org
https://ww2.eagle.org/en/about-us/find-us.html#onlinedirectory
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