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ABS Commitment  
American Bureau of Shipping (hereinafter “ABS”) is the premier classification society in the world. The focus of 
ABS is to provide classification services to promote the common safety, environmental and regulatory interests 
of its members and clients, including builders, owners, and operators of ships. Since its inception in 1862, ABS 
has been a global leader in marine safety. With more than 2,000 technical professionals positioned around the 
world, the ABS team has the experience, knowledge and professional judgment to assist vessel owners and 
operators.  
ABS has established a strict standard of excellence and has earned a reputation for quality service and client 
support. We are committed to providing superior technical and survey services that assist our clients in 
conforming to these standards, thereby encouraging safe and efficient operations. 

Our Mission 
 
The mission of ABS is to serve the public interest as well as the needs of our members and clients by 
promoting the security of life and property and preserving the natural environment. 

Health, Safety, Quality and Environmental (HSQE) Policy 
We will respond to the needs of our members, clients and the public by delivering quality products and services 
in support of our mission that provides for the safety of life and property and the protection of the natural 
environment. 
With the input and the participation of our workers, we are committed to continually improving the effectiveness 
of our HSQE performance and management system by identifying risks and opportunities that help to eliminate 
hazards and reduce risks and by providing safe and healthy working conditions for the prevention of work-
related injury, ill health and pollution. 
We will comply with all applicable legal requirements as well as any additional requirements ABS subscribes to 
which relate to ABS and our HSQE aspects, objectives and targets. 
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Foreword 
 
This ABS Annual Report on Port State Control (PSC) provides information to owners on deficiencies identified 
on ABS vessels during inspections carried out by the various PSC regimes globally during the 2022 calendar 
year. This report is being made available to assist owners by providing awareness of potential areas of 
concern that have been identified on ABS classed vessels. 
 
PSC inspections have proven to be an effective tool for eliminating substandard vessels that may be in 
operation, which may impact maritime safety and the marine environment. A ship is regarded as substandard if 
its hull, machinery, equipment or operational safety and the protection of the environment is substantially below 
the standards required by the relevant conventions, or if the crew is not in conformity with the safe manning 
document. Evidence that the ship, its equipment, or its crew do not comply substantially with the requirements 
of the relevant conventions, or that the master or crew members are not familiar with essential shipboard 
procedures relating to the safety of ships or the prevention of pollution may be clear grounds for the PSC 
inspector to conduct a more detailed inspection. 
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1. ABS Fleet 2022 Detention Facts 
1.1 Top Categories for Grounds for Detention 
 
For the period Jan. 1, 2022, to Dec. 31, 2022, the top categories for grounds for Port State Control (PSC) 
detentions on ABS vessels in the Paris Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on PSC,Tokyo MoU and the 
United States Coast Guard (USCG) database are listed in the table below.  
 
For the Paris MoU, Tokyo MoU and USCG, there were 1526 vessels detained. Of those detained vessels, 113 
vessels were classed by ABS or ABS was the Recognized Organization (RO) and issued statutory certificates. 
ABS issued statutory certificates includes Tonnage, International Safety Management certification for 
companies’ Document of Compliance (DOC – ISM) and vessels’ Safety Management Certificate (ISM – SMC), 
International Ship and Port Facility Security certification for vessels’ International Ship Security Certificate, and 
Maritime Labour Convention certification for vessels’ Maritime Labour Certificate (MLC). It is important to note 
that ABS assisted the owner/operator to address the deficencies so that the PSC detention could be lifted and 
the vessel could sail.  
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The higher number of deficiencies related to ISM may be attributed to Safety Management Systems (SMS) not 
being effectively implemented on board vessels as intended.   
 

  
 

Note: List contains deficiencies that were identified on three vessels or more.  
Detentions are listed in order of highest to lowest number of instances per detention code. 
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1.2 Photographs 

 
Speed and distance device is inoperative 

 
Defective speed log, showing speed on vessel at 

anchorage 

 
Sounding pipe for cargo hold bilges (several) thread 

wasted  

 
Paint room sprinkler system not in operation due to 

isolation valve stuck 
 

 
Oil leakage from generator engine crank case 

explosion door and fly wheel end seal 

 
Accommodation weather tight door not able to be fully 

secure weathertight  
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Inoperable ER ventilation fan damper  

 

 

 
Lifeboat hook corroded/wasted 

 
Fire line on main deck excessively corroded with 

hole   

 
Damaged pilot ladder- rope parted both sides while 

pilot on the ladder  
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Oil spill on deck and over the side due to bunkering 

procedure not followed 

 
Wasted and fracture section of accommodation ladder 

 
Free fall lifeboat hydraulic steering system for rudder 

malfunctioning 

 
Sewage treatment plant not operable 

  

 
Davit malfunction during abandon ship drill 
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1.3 2022 Top Countries Where ABS Vessels Were Detained  
 

 

 

 
Note: List contains deficiencies that were identified on two vessels or more. 
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2. 2022 Intervention Top Deficiencies on ABS Vessels  
 

2.1 Top 5-Digit Code Categories for Deficiencies on ABS Vessels 
 

Deficiency Code Top Categories for Deficiency 
13101 Propulsion main engine 
13199 Other (machinery) 
15150 ISM 
13102 Auxiliary engine 
02108 Electric equipment in general 
11101 Lifeboats 
07105 Fire doors/openings in fire-resisting divisions 
07199 Other (fire safety) 
04103 Emergency lighting, batteries and switches 
07106 Fire detection 
10109 Lights, shapes, sound signals 
02105 Steering gear 
13108 Operation of machinery 
03108 Ventilators, air pipes, casings 
07114 Means of control (openings, pumps) Machinery spaces 
04114 Emergency source of power - Emergency generator 
11117 Lifebuoys including provision and disposition 
07115 Fire-dampers 
11104 Rescue boats 
07109 Fixed fire extinguishing installation 
03102 Freeboard marks 
13103 Gauges, thermometers, etc. 
02106 Hull damage impairing seaworthiness 
03107 Doors 
06199 Other (cargo) 
07113 Fire pumps and its pipes 
07125 Evaluation of crew performance (fire drills) 
17199 Other (MARPOL operational) 

 

Note: List contains deficiencies that were identified on at least fifteen (15) or more vessels.  
Detentions are listed in order of highest to lowest number of instances per detention code.   
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2.2 2022 Top Countries for Interventions on ABS Vessels 
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3. Annual Report 2022  
3.1 Paris MoU Inspections 
 
Under Paris MoU, the total number of inspections carried out in 2022 was 17,289. A similar number compared 
to 2019: 17,908. The inspections in 2020 (13,168) and 2021 (15,401) show that the situation has normalized 
from covid era.  
 
Compared to 2019, the number of detentions has increased significantly from 534 to 723 detentions in 2022. 
This results in a significant increase in the detention to inspection ratio of 4.18 percent which is the highest 
percentage in a ten-year period.  
 
Detentions in 2020 and 2021 recorded as 385 and 537 respectively.    
 
ABS meets the RO criteria for a low-risk ship for Paris MoU inspection. In the calendar year 2022, there were 
no ABS vessels that were banned from the Paris MoU region, and ABS was not held responsible for any 
detention.   
 
The Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2022 may be accessed by clicking the link Annual reports | Paris MoU. 

 

Paris MoU Inspections for Years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 

                       

Source: Paris MoU 

  

https://www.parismou.org/publications-category/annual-reports
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3.1.1 2022 Paris MoU Top 5 Deficiencies 
 

Based on the Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2022, the top five deficiencies for all vessels inspected were: 

 

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2022 Annual Report 
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3.1.2 2022 Paris MoU Major Categories of Deficiencies 
Based on the Paris MoU PSC 2022 Annual Report, the major categories of deficiencies for all vessels 
inspected were: 

     

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2022 Annual Report 
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3.1.3 2022 Paris MoU Inspections Data per Ship Type 
Based on the Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2022, the inspections data per ship type for all vessels was as 
follows: 

 

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2022 Annual Report 
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3.1.4 2022 Paris MoU Performance of Recognized Organizations 
Performance of ROs is measured over a three-year rolling period. ABS, as the RO, was held responsible for 
one detention from 2020 to 2022. For the calendar year 2022, ABS was ranked number one in the Paris MoU 
with the fewest detentions. 
 
Based on the Paris MoU PSC Annual Report 2022, the performance of various ROs was as follows: 

 

Source: Paris MoU PSC 2022 Annual Report 
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3.2 Tokyo MoU Inspections 
In 2022, 24,894 inspections, involving 15,853 of individual ships, were carried out on ships registered under 99 
flags. 2,515 or 10.10 percent of inspections were carried out remotely. Out of 24,894 inspections, there were 
12,678 inspections where ships were found with deficiencies.  
 
In calendar year 2022, China Maritime Authority (China MSA) and Japan Coast Guard Authority were the two 
most active port State inspection authorities that carried out the most individual ship inspections. China 
Maritime Authority and Japan Coast Guard Authority carried out 3,251 and 2,958 inspections respectively. 
Compared to 2021, the number of inspections for China MSA has reduced from 3,673 to 3,251, whereas 
Japan Coast Guard Authority inspection has significantly increased to 2,958 from 2,108 in 2022.     
 
The Tokyo MoU had 725 detentions for the period Jan. 1, 2022, to Dec. 31, 2022. 9.2 percent (67 vessels) of 
those detentions were on ABS classed vessels or ABS was the RO and issued statutory or ISM/ISPS/MLC 
certificates.  
 
There were no under-performing vessels where ABS provided class or statutory services that have been 
detained three or more times by the Tokyo MoU during the last 12 months. 
 
 
The Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2022, may be accessed by clicking here.  
        

Tokyo MoU Inspections for Years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022                       

 

Source: Tokyo MoU  

http://www.tokyo-mou.org/publications/annual_report.php
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3.2.1 2022 Tokyo MoU Top 10 Detainable Deficiencies  
Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2022, the top 10 detainable 
deficiencies for all vessels were as follows: 
 

  

Source: Tokyo MoU 2022 Annual Report 

  

46

47

51

52

56

67

73

76

88

140

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Sewage treatment plant (Pollution prevetion)

Fire detection and alarm system (Fire safety)

Fire doors/openings in fire-resisting division
(Fire safety)

Emergency source of power - Emergency
generator (Emergency systems)

Lifeboats (Life saving appliance)

Fire pumps and its pipes (Fire safety)

Ventilation (Fire safety)

Fire-dampers (Fire Safety)

Maintenance of the ship and equipment (ISM)

ISM

2022 Tokyo MoU Top 10 Detainable Deficiencies



 

 
 

 
 20 of 33 

3.2.2 2022 Tokyo Inspection Data Per Category of Deficiency 
Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2022, the inspection data 
deficiencies per category for all vessels was as follows: 
 

  

Source: Tokyo MoU 2022 Annual Report 
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3.2.3 2022 Tokyo MoU Inspection Data Per Ship Type 
Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2022, inspection data per ship 
type for all vessels was as follows: 
 

 

Source:  Tokyo MoU 2022 Annual Report 

3.2.4 2022 Tokyo MoU Performance of Recognized Organizations 
Performance of ROs is measured over a three-year rolling period. ABS, as the RO, was held responsible for 
three detentions from 2020 to 2022. For the calendar year 2022, ABS was ranked number three in the Tokyo 
MoU. 
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Based on the Tokyo MoU Annual Report on PSC in the Asia-Pacific Region, 2022, the performance of various 
ROs was as follows: 

 

Source:  Tokyo MoU 2022 Annual Report 

Note: 1) In this table, only recognized organizations (ROs) that had more than 60 inspections are   
              taken into account. The formula used is identical to the one used for the  
              Black-Grey-White List. However, the values for P and Q are adjusted to P=2% and 
              Q=1%. 
          2) ROs involving 60-179 inspections with zero detention are not included in this table. 
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3.3 USCG Inspections 2022 
In 2022, a total of 11,235 individual vessels, from 78 different flag Administrations made 80,280 ports of call to 
the United States. USCG conducted 8,706 examinations. These exam numbers increased over the 2021 total 
of 8,663 and surpassed the 2019 pre-pandemic total of 8,622.  
 
The total number of ships detained in 2022 for environmental protection, safety and security related 
deficiencies increased from 63 (2021) to 78. Seven of these detentions (9 percent of total) were on ABS 
classed vessels. 
 
In calendar year 2022, there were no ABS vessels that were identified as being substandard and/or banned 
from operating in the United States. 
 
The USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report may be accessed by clicking CG-CVC Annual Reports (uscg.mil). 
 

In 2022, PSC Officers (PSCOs) carried out enhanced exams as part of routine PSC exams on pilot and 
embarkation ladders, immersion suits, fuel oil shutoff valves and ballast water systems.  

Enhanced Exam Program (EEP) resulted in the following deficiencies:    

• Pilot/ embarkation ladder 24 deficiencies,  
• Immersion suits 19 deficiencies,  
• Fuel oil shut off valve 16 deficiencies, 
• Ballast water 67 deficiencies,   

The amount of Pilot/ embarkation ladder (Q1), Immersion suit (Q2), Fuel Oil Shutoff valve (Q3) deficiencies 
issued during their respective quarters represented a greater than 100% increase in deficiencies issued 
compared to the same time periods of the previous year. The ballast water EEP campaign revealed that the 
majority of deficiencies issued were due to an inoperable ballast water management system (or alternate 
management system).  

  

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/Commercial-Vessel-Compliance/Foreign-Offshore-Compliance-Division/Port-State-Control/Annual-Reports/


 

 
 

 
 24 of 33 

3.3.1 2022 USCG Top 10 Detainable Deficiencies 
Based on the USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report, the top 10 detainable deficiencies by percentage for all vessels 
were: 

  

Source: USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report 
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3.3.2 2022 USCG Category of Deficiency 
Based on the USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report, the PSC exam data per category of deficiencies for all vessels 
was as follows: 

  

Source: USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report 
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3.3.3 2022 USCG Detentions Per Ship Type 
Based on the USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report, the number of detentions per ship type for all vessels were: 

 

 

Source: USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report 

3.3.4 2022 USCG Performance of ROs 
Performance of ROs is measured over a three-year rolling period. ABS, as the acting RO, was not held 
responsible for any detentions from 2020 to 2022. For the calendar year 2022, ABS was ranked number one 
for the USCG performance of ROs. 
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Source: USCG 2022 PSC Annual Report 
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4. 2022 Paris and Tokyo MoU Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) 
Paris and Tokyo MoU conducted a Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) on STCW 
(Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers) from Sept. 1, 2022, to 
Nov. 30, 2022.  
 
Tokyo MoU published results for this period as follows:  
 

• During the CIC period, a total of 6,953 PSC inspections were conducted by the 
member Authorities, of which 5,908 (84.97 percent) were with a CIC inspection.  

• A total of 1,041 CIC related deficiencies were found on 802 ships, representing 
13.57 percent of the CIC inspections.  

• The highest number of CIC related deficiencies were related to records of rest hours 
289 (27.76 percent), followed by voyage or passage plan 253 (24.30 percent) and 
crew familiarization with emergency systems 114 (10.95 percent).  

• 20 (0.34 percent) of the 5908 ships subject to CIC inspection were detained for CIC 
related deficiencies.      

 
Compared with 232 detentions out of 6,953 inspections or 3.34 percent detention rate during 
the period, the outcome of the campaign appears to indicate a relatively high level of 
compliance with STCW.  
 
Paris MoU Technical Evaluation Group (TEG) was instructed to remain focused on future CICs 
as follows:  

 
• Fire Safety in 2023  
• MLC (The Maritime Labour Convention) 2006 in 2024  
• BWM (Ballast Water Management) in 2025 

  



 

 
 

 
 29 of 33 

 
5. Industry Links for Port State Control 
 

Paris MoU www.parismou.org  

Tokyo MoU www.tokyo-mou.org  

United States Coast Guard hwww.dco.uscg.mil  

Mediterranean MoU http://197.230.62.214/MedMoU  

Black Sea MoU www.bsmou.org  

Indian Ocean MoU www.iomou.org  

Caribbean MoU caribbeanmou.org  

Acuerdo de Viña del Mar http://197.230.62.214/VMoU.aspx  

Abuja MoU www.abujamou.org  

Riyadh MoU www.riyadhmou.org  

 

6. Additional Resources 
 

Additional Resources may be found on the ABS website at eagle.org. 

 
a. Guidance for Reducing Port State Detention 

https://www.parismou.org/
http://www.tokyo-mou.org/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/Commercial-Vessel-Compliance/Foreign-Offshore-Compliance-Division/PSC1/
http://197.230.62.214/MedMoU.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
http://www.bsmou.org/
http://www.iomou.org/
http://caribbeanmou.org/
http://197.230.62.214/VMoU.aspx
http://www.abujamou.org/index.php
http://www.riyadhmou.org/
https://ww2.eagle.org/en/rules-and-resources/flag-port-state-information.html
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b. Pre-port Arrival Quick Reference and Downloadable Check List 
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c. Port State Control Applications on the ABS App 

The ABS App is available to ABS clients who have an account in the ABS MyFreedom™ Client 
Portal. PSC Information is available in addition to other resources like My Fleet, Survey Scheduler, 
Remote Survey, Service Suppliers and Contact information. To download the ABS App, visit 
www.eagle.org/absapp or you can download the app from the Google Play store or Apple App 
Store. 
 

 

 

Port State Control Applications on the ABS App 

General Checklist: ABS PSC Checklist based on global historical information 

Custom Checklist: ABS PSC refined Checklist based on reported port-specific insights and vessel 
type information 

PSC Risk: Produce reports, using smart analytics, to see top PSC issues for your destination port 
matched to vessel Class records 

ISM Findings: Produce reports, using smart analytics, to see top PSC ISM reported concerns for 
your destination port matched to vessel ABS ISM records 

  

http://www.eagle.org/absapp
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.triton
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/abs-app/id1504877872?ls=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/abs-app/id1504877872?ls=1


 

 
 

 
 32 of 33 

 

Port State Information  
main screen 

PSC Custom (Port-specific) 
Checklist and filter 
 

PSC Custom Checklist 
filtered by port and  
vessel type 

PSC General Checklist,  
all categories 

    

    

Checklist items under a 
selected sub-category 

Sub-categories under a 
selected category   

PDF of PSC general report 
downloads from the app 

Users can view/save/print 
the PDF PSC Checklist  
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8. ABS Contact Information: If Your Ship is Detained 
 
Owners and representatives are to notify ABS when a vessel is being detained by a Port State Authority or flag 
Administration. If the owner does not notify ABS of a detention, then ABS reserves the right to suspend or 
cancel classification of the vessel or invalidate the applicable statutory certificates. ABS can assist the owner 
and/or Master with clearing the vessel from a port State detention. 

Western Hemisphere 
Houston, TX USA 
Tel: 1-281-877-6000 ext. 6021 
Marine Email: WHSurveyMarine@eagle.org 
Offshore Email: WHSurveyOffshore@eagle.org 

 
Eastern Hemisphere 
Shanghai, China 
Tel: 86-21-2327-0888 
Email: DL-EHSurveydept@eagle.org 
 
Local Port Office Contact  
https://ww2.eagle.org/en/about-us/find-us.html#onlinedirectory 
 

 
 

mailto:WHSurveyMarine@eagle.org
mailto:WHSurveyOffshore@eagle.org
mailto:DL-EHSurveydept@eagle.org
https://ww2.eagle.org/en/about-us/find-us.html#onlinedirectory
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